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QUERI Groups Review Progress, Plan for 2000-2001QUERI Groups Review Progress, Plan for 2000-2001QUERI Groups Review Progress, Plan for 2000-2001QUERI Groups Review Progress, Plan for 2000-2001QUERI Groups Review Progress, Plan for 2000-2001

The third Annual QUERI Meeting was held February 2-4, 2000 at the Reston Sheraton Hotel.
Meeting registration took place the evening of February 2, followed by a dinner at the 57th

Street Grill.  The following morning, Thomas Garthwaite, MD, Acting Under Secretary for
Health, gave the welcome and introduction to the conference participants.  Dr. John Feussner,
Chief R&D Officer, provided research highlights of the QUERI groups over the past year.  Dr.
John Demakis, Director HSR&D then gave a brief “state of the QUERI” address.  The Keynote
Address, presented by M. Lynn Crismon, PharmD, was entitled “Translating Evidence Into

Practice: Dissemination, Implementation, Evaluation.”
The talk was especially timely, as Dr. Demakis will be
requiring each QUERI Executive Committee to produce a
translation plan by March 6.  The rest of the morning was
spent in break-out sessions on translating research into
practice.  Quality Assurance Tools, Translation Examples,
Translating in the Field, Dissemination Methods, and
Translation at Headquarters were the topics of the break-
out sessions. The QUERI Research and Methodology
Committee meeting was held during the afternoon.  The
following day, the QUERI National Advisory Council and

the QUERI Executive Committees were in session.  The meeting ended with each group
presenting ideas for translation of evidence into practice for their particular QUERI module.
For people who are unfamiliar with the VA Quality Enhancement Research Initiative (QUERI)
and would like a brief description of the program, visit the Research and Development Web
Site at: www.va.gov/resdev/queri.htm.

Health Economics Resource Center Begins ConsultationHealth Economics Resource Center Begins ConsultationHealth Economics Resource Center Begins ConsultationHealth Economics Resource Center Begins ConsultationHealth Economics Resource Center Begins Consultation

In January, the newest HSR&D Resource Center began its economic research consulting
service to help investigators understand cost methods and issues with using VA corporate data
for cost analysis.  The Health Economics Resource Center (HERC) “is a national center
dedicated to improving VA’s capacity to conduct high-quality health economics research and
cost-effectiveness studies.” The HERC is located at the VA Palo Alto Health Care System in
Menlo Park, Califonia, and is directed by Paul G. Barnett, Ph.D.

HERC provides telephone and web-based assistance to train and mentor investigators.  Staff is
available to represent the interests of economics researchers in the formulation of VHA data
policy and to relay those policies to Research Service.  The Center plans to offer training
courses, publish handbooks, support micro-cost methods, and provide cost estimates for VA
hospital stays and outpatient visits.

For information about HERC’s activities, visit the HSR&D Web site at www.va.gov/resdev/
hsrd.htm or the HERC site at www.herc.research.med.va.gov.  Specific inquiries may be
directed  via electronic mail to: herc@mailsvr.icon.palo-alto.med.va.gov.
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Agenda Set for HSR&D Annual MeetingAgenda Set for HSR&D Annual MeetingAgenda Set for HSR&D Annual MeetingAgenda Set for HSR&D Annual MeetingAgenda Set for HSR&D Annual Meeting

“Systematizing Quality in Health Car“Systematizing Quality in Health Car“Systematizing Quality in Health Car“Systematizing Quality in Health Car“Systematizing Quality in Health Care: e: e: e: e: Ap-Ap-Ap-Ap-Ap-
prprprprproaches that oaches that oaches that oaches that oaches that WWWWWork”ork”ork”ork”ork” is the topical theme of  this
year’s meeting.  The conference will be held March
22-24 in Washington, DC. The Health Services
Research and Development Service (HSR&D)
Eighteenth Annual Meeting will bring together
researchers, clinicians, and policymakers interested
in exchanging new information and exploring new
methods to improve veterans health care service
and delivery. Similar to previous meetings, the
program will feature invited speakers, competi-
tively selected oral and poster presentations,

A number of investigators from the Midwest Center will be attending the Annual HSR&D meeting.  MCHSPR
staff will be represented in the oral presentations, posters, roundtables and workshop sessions.

Posters:
VVVVVAAAAA vs. Private Sector Mergers of  vs. Private Sector Mergers of  vs. Private Sector Mergers of  vs. Private Sector Mergers of  vs. Private Sector Mergers of Academic Medical Centers: Academic Medical Centers: Academic Medical Centers: Academic Medical Centers: Academic Medical Centers: Who’Who’Who’Who’Who’s More Successful at Integration?s More Successful at Integration?s More Successful at Integration?s More Successful at Integration?s More Successful at Integration?
Guihan M, Guihan M, Guihan M, Guihan M, Guihan M, Thomas JD, LaVThomas JD, LaVThomas JD, LaVThomas JD, LaVThomas JD, LaVela S, Hynes DM, Manheim LMela S, Hynes DM, Manheim LMela S, Hynes DM, Manheim LMela S, Hynes DM, Manheim LMela S, Hynes DM, Manheim LM, Shortell S.

TheTheTheTheThe Measurement of Brain Functioning in Low Level Neurological States.  Measurement of Brain Functioning in Low Level Neurological States.  Measurement of Brain Functioning in Low Level Neurological States.  Measurement of Brain Functioning in Low Level Neurological States.  Measurement of Brain Functioning in Low Level Neurological States. BenderBenderBenderBenderBender Pape  Pape  Pape  Pape  Pape TTTTT.....

Use of Focus Groups to Identify Knowledge Gaps Use of Focus Groups to Identify Knowledge Gaps Use of Focus Groups to Identify Knowledge Gaps Use of Focus Groups to Identify Knowledge Gaps Use of Focus Groups to Identify Knowledge Gaps About Care for Spinal Cord Injured VAbout Care for Spinal Cord Injured VAbout Care for Spinal Cord Injured VAbout Care for Spinal Cord Injured VAbout Care for Spinal Cord Injured Veterans.eterans.eterans.eterans.eterans. Legro
MW, WWWWWeavereavereavereavereaver FM FM FM FM FM,Hammond MC, Guihan M, Collins E, Langbein Guihan M, Collins E, Langbein Guihan M, Collins E, Langbein Guihan M, Collins E, Langbein Guihan M, Collins E, Langbein WE, BenderWE, BenderWE, BenderWE, BenderWE, Bender Pape  Pape  Pape  Pape  Pape TTTTT, LaV, LaV, LaV, LaV, LaVela Sela Sela Sela Sela S.

Presentations:
“TTTTTotal Joint Replacement Outcomes for Men and otal Joint Replacement Outcomes for Men and otal Joint Replacement Outcomes for Men and otal Joint Replacement Outcomes for Men and otal Joint Replacement Outcomes for Men and WWWWWomen Tomen Tomen Tomen Tomen Treated at Vreated at Vreated at Vreated at Vreated at VAAAAA Hospitals: Results from a National Hospitals: Results from a National Hospitals: Results from a National Hospitals: Results from a National Hospitals: Results from a National
StudyStudyStudyStudyStudy” (WWWWWeavereavereavereavereaver FM, Hynes DM, Ippolito D,  FM, Hynes DM, Ippolito D,  FM, Hynes DM, Ippolito D,  FM, Hynes DM, Ippolito D,  FM, Hynes DM, Ippolito D, ThakkarThakkarThakkarThakkarThakkar B B B B B.)

"""""Understanding the U.S. Racial DifUnderstanding the U.S. Racial DifUnderstanding the U.S. Racial DifUnderstanding the U.S. Racial DifUnderstanding the U.S. Racial Differences in Prostate Cancer Mortality: Novel Epidemiologic Researchferences in Prostate Cancer Mortality: Novel Epidemiologic Researchferences in Prostate Cancer Mortality: Novel Epidemiologic Researchferences in Prostate Cancer Mortality: Novel Epidemiologic Researchferences in Prostate Cancer Mortality: Novel Epidemiologic Research
Strategies"Strategies"Strategies"Strategies"Strategies"     (FrFrFrFrFreeman, eeman, eeman, eeman, eeman, VVVVV) Career Development Awardee meeting, held just prior to the annual meeting.

The VA Information Resource Center (VIReC) and Spinal Cord Injury QUERI will also send staff to the
meeting.  Both Centers will be hosting a special Roundtable discussion on the activities and progress of their
respective centers.

QUERI Spinal Cord Injury ProjectQUERI Spinal Cord Injury ProjectQUERI Spinal Cord Injury ProjectQUERI Spinal Cord Injury ProjectQUERI Spinal Cord Injury Project
Conveners: Mayfield C,WMayfield C,WMayfield C,WMayfield C,WMayfield C,Weavereavereavereavereaver FM. FM. FM. FM. FM.

VIReCVIReCVIReCVIReCVIReC
Conveners: Hynes DM, Cowper DC.Hynes DM, Cowper DC.Hynes DM, Cowper DC.Hynes DM, Cowper DC.Hynes DM, Cowper DC.

In addition, the VIReC is conducting a workshop on the Decision Support System (dSs), entitled, “ Work-
shop: Using the VUsing the VUsing the VUsing the VUsing the VAAAAA Decision Support System to  Decision Support System to  Decision Support System to  Decision Support System to  Decision Support System to Assess Health Care Quality:  The Future is NowAssess Health Care Quality:  The Future is NowAssess Health Care Quality:  The Future is NowAssess Health Care Quality:  The Future is NowAssess Health Care Quality:  The Future is Now

Workshop presentations:

WWWWWorkshop Introduction and Overview of dSsorkshop Introduction and Overview of dSsorkshop Introduction and Overview of dSsorkshop Introduction and Overview of dSsorkshop Introduction and Overview of dSs, Hynes DMHynes DMHynes DMHynes DMHynes DM.
Hemoglobin A1c compliance as a Measure of Quality:  Fundamentals of dSs UseHemoglobin A1c compliance as a Measure of Quality:  Fundamentals of dSs UseHemoglobin A1c compliance as a Measure of Quality:  Fundamentals of dSs UseHemoglobin A1c compliance as a Measure of Quality:  Fundamentals of dSs UseHemoglobin A1c compliance as a Measure of Quality:  Fundamentals of dSs Use, Rusch R.
Cost of Hospitalization for Myocardial InfarctCost of Hospitalization for Myocardial InfarctCost of Hospitalization for Myocardial InfarctCost of Hospitalization for Myocardial InfarctCost of Hospitalization for Myocardial Infarct, Barnett PG.
VVVVVAAAAA Mastectomy Care:  Research with  Mastectomy Care:  Research with  Mastectomy Care:  Research with  Mastectomy Care:  Research with  Mastectomy Care:  Research with Assistance from dSs Site TAssistance from dSs Site TAssistance from dSs Site TAssistance from dSs Site TAssistance from dSs Site Teamseamseamseamseams, Murphy P Murphy P Murphy P Murphy P Murphy PAAAAA.

workshops, and exhibits. The Keynote Address will
be delivered by John H. Wasson, MD, Distinguished
Professor of Geriatrics and the Director for the Center
for Aging at Dartmouth Medical School.  Other
highlights of the meeting will include:  a presentation
of the Under Secretary’s Award by Dr. Thomas
Garthwaite, expanded exhibit session, and a plenary
session. This year's meeting is hosted by San
Antonio's Veterans Evidence-Based Research
Dissemination Implementation Center, an HSR&D
Center of Excellence directed by Jacqueline A. Pugh,
M.D.
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Racial Variation in the Use of Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy in the
Deptartment of Veterans Affairs Medical System. Journal of
American College of Surgeons 1999; 188(6):604-622.
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Newsbrief Now Newsbrief Now Newsbrief Now Newsbrief Now Newsbrief Now AAAAAvailable in Electronic Formatvailable in Electronic Formatvailable in Electronic Formatvailable in Electronic Formatvailable in Electronic Format

The Newsbrief will now be available in a new format. We are encouraging all our readers to receive our publication
via email in PDF format.  There are several reasons for this:

1.  PDF format brings the Newsbrief to our readers in it's original format in a much faster
way than hard copy, the day we go to press is the day you can be reading  it.

2.  We are an  ecologically aware editorial staff and by receiving the Newsbrief by email,
you are helping preserve the environment too.

3. When you want to refer to a past copy of the Newsbrief, you can visit our
Web Site where the Newsbrief archives are stored.

We thank you in advance for subscribing and reading our publication, and hope that you will enjoy reading the
Newsbrief in its new format. Please email Madeline Thornton  at Thornton@research.hines.med.va.gov with the
information listed below to start receiving your electronic copies.  When we receive your request, we will take your
name off the hard copy mailing list. If you prefer receiving hard copies, do nothing, we will leave you on the regular
mailing list.

Yes! Please send me the Newsbrief via email:

Name:
Mailing address:
Phone number (in case of a problem):
Email address:
send to: thornton@research.hines.med.va.gov, ThanksThanksThanksThanksThanks!

Congratulations to Madeline Madeline Madeline Madeline Madeline ThorntonThorntonThorntonThorntonThornton, HSR&D Webmaster, on receiving Hines Hospital
Employee of the Quarter Award. This award allows her to compete for the National VA
Employee of the Year Award in May. Madeline also was named Research Service Employee of
the Quarter.

MCHSPR welcomes     two new staff members.     Abby Long Abby Long Abby Long Abby Long Abby Long & Norm Mosk  Norm Mosk  Norm Mosk  Norm Mosk  Norm Mosk  have joined the
VIReC.  Abby is working as a  Research Assistant and Norm is the new Systems Manager on
the VA-HCFA Merge Project.

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT
Carol Durczak

DESIGN/LAYOUT
Madeline Thornton
Mary Jo Lopez
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Meet a Career Development Awardee. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .

VVVVVincent Freeman, M.D.incent Freeman, M.D.incent Freeman, M.D.incent Freeman, M.D.incent Freeman, M.D.
Vincent Freeman, M.D., M.P.H. completed his undergraduate
studies in biology and medical training at the University of
Chicago in 1983 and 1987, respectively. He completed his
internship and residency in internal medicine at Northwest-
ern University in 1990 and received a Master of Public
Health in Epidemiology from the University of Illinois in
1994. Dr. Freeman is currently a Research Associate in the
HSR&D Center of Excellence at the Edward Hines, Jr. VA
Hospital in Hines, Illinois.

Dr. Freeman’s major research interest is the epidemiology of
prostate cancer, with an emphasis on environmental and
genetic determinants of prognosis. His earlier work in this
area focused on identifying histopathologic differences and
other intermediate markers of prognosis between patient
groups which differ in their risk of death from prostate
cancer (e.g.., African Americans and U.S. whites).

Since receiving his Career Development Award, Dr. Freeman
has been able to translate this work to the study of the
biologic and molecular aspects of prostate cancer progression
at the group level. He is Principal Investigator  for projects

examining nutritional risk factors for progression and the contribution of racial differences in the burden
of coexistent illness at the time of diagnosis to racial differences in survival. Both studies are funded by
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (MMFDP #033363). Also, in September of 1999, Dr. Freeman
received a New Investigator Award from the Prostate Cancer Research Program of U.S. Department of
Defense to study prostate cancer disease in populations of the African Diaspora.  This project, entitled
“Prostate Cancer in Nigerians, Jamaicans and U.S. Blacks,” (DAMD 17-00-1-0029) will develop the
infrastructure to conduct comparative studies of prostate cancer disease among black peoples in Africa,
the Caribbean and the U.S. over a 3-year period. The long-term goal is to clarify the relative roles of
nature vs. nurture in this cancer, especially as experienced by U.S. blacks. Among other things, this effort
will 1) provide reliable recruitment of incident cases at participating medical centers in Chicago, Illinois;
Kingston, Jamaica; and Ibadan, Nigeria, 2) utilize the Internet to standardize histopathologic determina-
tions (telepathology), 3) establish a repository for plasma and prostate tissue for nutritional exposure
assessments and DNA for genetic studies and 4) examine genetic and nutritional determinants of progno-
sis through a series of pilot studies involving fatty acid antioxidant exposures, genes implicated in andro-
gen metabolism and possible nutrient-gene interactions thereof. This project begins to fulfill Dr.
Freeman’s long-term goal to extend his research to the study of gene-environment interactions, effects
which may help explain the ethnic variation in prostate cancer mortality. Dr. Freeman devotes approxi-
mately 25% of his time to inpatient and outpatient clinical teaching.

Dr. Freeman’s mentor is Richard Cooper, M.D., Chairman of the Department of Epidemiology and
Preventive Medicine at Loyola University Medical Center, an internationally recognized expert in the
study of the relationship between ethnicity and chronic disease.

Dr. Freeman’s
major research
interest is the
epidemiology of
prostate cancer,
with an emphasis
on environmental
and genetic
determinants of
prognosis.

P
R
O
F
I
L
E

February
2000
Volume  VI
Number 1
Page I-1



Special Insert

R       E        S         E         A        R        C H

P
R
O
F
I
L
E

Meet a Career Development Awardee. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .

Sara Knight, Ph.D.Sara Knight, Ph.D.Sara Knight, Ph.D.Sara Knight, Ph.D.Sara Knight, Ph.D.

Sara J. Knight, Ph.D., completed her B.A. in
psychology from the University of Maryland
(1974), her Ph.D. in clinical psychology from
Southern Illinois University (1985), and in-
ternship at Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke’s
Medical Center in Chicago.  She has served on
the faculties of The University of Chicago
(1987-1993) and Northwestern University
(1993-Present).  In 1999, she joined VA Chi-
cago Health Care System as a Research Scien-
tist.

Her work has focused on patient treatment
preferences and quality of life outcomes in
cancer and in implementing preference infor-
mation in health care systems to improve the
quality of care.  Her previous studies estab-

lished the psychometric properties of measures and methods for quality of
life and preference assessment in Veterans with prostate cancer of low socio-
economic status and low literacy level.  She recently obtained funding
through the National Cancer Institute (R25) to develop an Internet program
to educate physicians about patient preferences in palliative care.

Dr. Knight’s HSR&D Career Development Award will support her pursuit of
research on quality of life and medical decision-making in cancer treatment.
To accomplish her goals, she will undertake formal training in decision
theory and its applications to medical decision-making and will obtain addi-
tional graduate coursework in biostatistics and epidemiology.  She will work
with her mentors, Drs. Charles Bennett, David Cella, and Arthur Elstein, on
investigations of treatment decision-making in prostate cancer, including a
funded study of a decision analytic intervention for  veterans.  This project
will continue over the next two years.  She will continue to spend 20% time
in clinical activities at the VA Chicago Health Care System and its affiliated
programs.

Dr. Knight’s work
has focused on
patient treatment
preferences and
quality of life
outcomes in cancer
and in implementing
preference
information in
health care systems
to improve the
quality of care.
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